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IDIOM – an expression that means something other than the literal 
meaning of its individual words. 
 
Directions:  Write what you think each highlighted idiom means. 

Example:  We need to hit the road.   Meaning:  leave; go away 

1.  I am on pins and needles waiting to see if my painting won first place. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  You really need to know the ropes before try to do the job by yourself. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  I don't need to know all of the details so please cut to the chase. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  This is a piece of cake, so I will have it completed in just a few minutes. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  The answer will not change no matter how many times you beat a dead horse. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Stop beating around the bush and tell me what you think of my new dress. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  I am scared to buy a used car because I might buy a lemon. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Discovering a lump of gold in a stream only happens once in a blue moon. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9.  If you can eat that chili, you must have a cast iron stomach. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  It's time to rise and shine if you want to go to the zoo before it rains. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  Our principal pulled the plug on the event we were planning. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

12.  Please don't ask her about last night.  Let's just let sleeping dogs lie. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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© This worksheet is from www.teach-nology.com 

IDIOM – an expression that means something other than the   
                              literal meaning of its individual 
words. 
 
Directions:  Write what you think each highlighted idiom means. 

Example:  We need to hit the road.   Meaning:  leave; go away 

1.  I am on pins and needles waiting to see if my painting won first place. 

Anxious or nervous, especially in anticipation of something. 

2.  You really need to know the ropes before try to do the job by yourself. 

To understand the details. 

3.  I don't need to know all of the details so please cut to the chase. 

Leave out all the unnecessary details and just get to the point. 

4.  This is a piece of cake, so I will have it completed in just a few minutes. 

A task that can be accomplished very easily. 

5.  The answer will not change no matter how many times you beat a dead horse. 

To force an issue that has already ended. 

6.  Stop beating around the bush and tell me what you think of my new dress. 

Avoiding the main topic.  Not speaking directly about the issue. 

7.  I am scared to buy a used car because I might buy a lemon. 

To purchase a vehicle that constantly gives problems or stops running after you buy it. 

8.  Discovering a lump of gold in a stream only happens once in a blue moon. 

A rare event or occurance 

9.  If you can eat that chili, you must have a cast iron stomach. 

Someone who has no problems or complications with anything they eat. 

10.  It's time to rise and shine if you want to go to the zoo before it rains. 

Time to get out of bed and get ready for work/school. 

11.  Our principal pulled the plug on the event we were planning. 

To stop something.  To bring something to an end. 

12.  Please don't ask her about last night.  Let's just let sleeping dogs lie. 

Avoid restarting a conflict. 


